CHAPTER III

FIRST ELECTION AS SENATOR

THE repeal of the Missouri Compromise was the cause
of TrumbulPs return to an active participation in politics.
The prime mover in that disastrous adventure was
Stephen A. Douglas, who had been TrumbulPs prede-
cessor in the office of secretary of state and also one of his
predecessors on the supreme bench. He was now a
Senator of the United States, and a man of world-wide
celebrity. Born at Brandon, Vermont, in 1813, he had
lost his father before he was a year old. His mother
removed with him to Canandaigua, New York, where he
attended an academy and read law to some extent in the
office of a local practitioner. At the age of twenty, he set
out for the West to seek his fortune, and he found the
beginnings of it at Winchester, Illinois, where he taught
school for a living and continued to study law, as Trum-
bull was doing at the same time at Greenville, Georgia.
He was admitted to the bar in 1834. In 1835, he was
elected state's attorney. Two years later he was elected
a member of the legislature by the Democrats of Morgan
County, and resigned the office he then held in order to
take the new one. In 1837, he was appointed by Presi-
dent Van Buren register of the land office at Springfield.
In the same year he was nominated for Congress in the
Springfield district before he had reached the legal age,
but was defeated by the Whig candidate, John T.
Stuart, by 35 votes in a total poll of 36,742.1 In 1840, he

1 The Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society for October, 1912, con-
tains an autobiography of Stephen A. Douglas, of fifteen pages, dated Septem- the Kansas-
